Marriage Ceremony for _______________
__________ at Hilltop Manor Bed and Breakfast

Gathering Words
Hello and Welcome.  We are gathered here this evening to celebrate the very special love between Groom & Bride, by joining in marriage.

All of us need and desire to love and be loved.  And the highest form of love between two people is with a monogamous, committed relationship.

Groom & Bride, your marriage today is the public and legal joining of your souls that have already been united as one in your hearts.  Marriage will allow you a new environment to share your lives together, standing together to face life and the world, hand-in-hand.

Marriage is going to expand you as individuals, define you as a couple, and deepen your love for one another.  To be successful, you will need strength, courage, patience and a really good sense of humor.
So, let your marriage be a time of waking each morning and falling in love with each other all over again.

Moment of Silence
At this time, we’d like to take a moment of silence to remember those who are not here with us.

Even though they are not here physically, they are a part of the foundation that makes Groom & Bride the people they are today.

Please cherish the memories of these friends and family and all other who live on and live on in our hearts.

Amen
Blessing to the Four Directions
Long ago, people believed the human soul shared characteristics with all things celestial.  They therefore designated virtues to the East, South, West and North.  So, in keeping with that age-old tradition…
We bless this marriage with the virtues of the East: communication between your hearts, minds, and bodies; fresh beginnings with the rising of every day’s Sun; and the value of the wisdom of sharing silences.

We bless this marriage with the virtues of the South: a warm and welcoming home; the delight of your hearts’ passion; and the ability of both to lighten the darkest of times.

We bless this marriage with the virtues of the West: the deepness of the lake; the swift flow of the river; the newness after rain; and the all encompassing fervor of the sea.

We bless this marriage with the virtues of the North: a firm foundation to enrich your lives; a constant home to which you will always return.

Each of these blessings emphasizes things that will help you build a happy and successful marriage.  But remember, they are only tools; tools you must both use- individually and together, in order to have what you seek from this marriage.

Let the image of water and the romance of your story always flow in your hearts in strong waves, knowing they are guiding you towards a goal fulfilled, a dreaming that is true. 

Charge to Couple
Groom & Bride, as you stand here today, I remind you of the serious nature of the relationship you are about to enter.  Marriage is the voluntary and full commitment of two consenting adults to love each other for a lifetime.
For a marriage to be successful you must each be loyal to the other, stand firm in your defense of each other and be supportive of one another’s life goals and dreams.  It is a solemn, binding, yet challenging relationship. 

Promises
Your marriage begins with the vows and promises you speak to one another today.  The marriage vow is a promise of fidelity and honesty.

Groom, do you love Bride willingly and completely, withholding nothing? Will you protect her, and give her your deepest considerations of her feelings, desires and needs?
“I will”

Will you strive to keep your love flexible and adapt to changing circumstances in the marriage? And will you be Bride’s counselor, helpmate, sweetheart & lover, and her best friend, from this day forward?
“I will”
Bride, do you love Groom willingly and completely, withholding nothing? Will you protect him, and give him your deepest considerations of his feelings, desires and needs?
“I will”

Will you strive to keep your love flexible and adapt to changing circumstances in the marriage? And will you be Groom’s counselor, helpmate, sweetheart & lover, and his best friend, from this day forward?
“I will”
Rings
The wedding ring is a symbol of married love, the precious metals show that your love is your most precious possession, and the unending circle symbolizes that your love may never cease.

As you place the ring on her finger, please repeat after me:

Bride, I give you this ring, as a symbol of my love.  I ask you to wear it as a sign to the world that you are my wife.  With this ring, I thee wed.

As you place the ring on his finger, please repeat after me:
Groom, I give you this ring, as a symbol of my love.  I ask you to wear it as a sign to the world that you are my husband.  With this ring I thee wed.
Marriage Pronouncement
Throughout this ceremony, Groom & Bride have vowed to be loyal and loving towards each other.  They have formalized the existence of the bond between them with words spoken and with the giving and receiving of rings.
Now you will feel on rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other.  Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.  Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other.  Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you.  May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all the years, May happiness be your companion and your days together be good and long upon earth.

Without further a due, it is my pleasure to now pronounce them husband and wife.                         
You may now kiss your bride!

